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patronymic  -ing,  as hi Dorking,
Kettenng.    The names of saints,
exceedingly    common   in   Celtic
countries, occur rarely in England
apart from Cornwall.   Most other
remaining  English   place   names
arc plain prosaic descriptions of
the locality.     Among  the  com-
monest endings are caster, cester,
Chester,    Roman   fortress;     ton,
enclosed settlement ;  ham, home-
stead (sometimes pasture);  wick*
tnWt,   village ;    bottle,   huilding ;
stead, place ;   throp, trop, village ;
worth, worthy, war dine, holding or
farm ;   stoic, place :   ern, house ;
hope, enclosure, also hollow ; hall,
haugh, river meadow;   holm, lea,
ley, meadow ;   hurst, wood ;   den,
wooded   valley ;    combe,   valley ;
borne,  bach,   bech,   brook;    bergh,
don, low, law, hill;   or, over, er,
bank ; and words like wood, field,
ford, stone, cot.

Norse names end in by, thorp,
village; toft, farm ; argli, ergh,
shelter; thwaite, clearing; with*
wood; dale, valley; beck, gill,
stream; force, waterfall; keld,
child, spring ; icick, creek ; forth,
fjord; holm, y, ay, island; fell,
mountain; how, mound. The Nor-
man-French element is repre-
sented by such names as Bungay,
bon gue, good ford, and Gram-
pound, grand pont, great bridge.
The name of the Norman owner
was often added to that of the
village, e.g. Hucknall Torkard.
. See Name.

Placenta (Lat., cake). Mass of
tissue adherent to the inside of the
uterus or womb and connected,
for purposes of nutrition and
excretion, by the umbilical cord
with the foetus or growing organ-
ism. It is also called the after-
birth from its being expelled from
the womb after childbirth.

Placentia. Seaport of New-
foundland. It stands on the east
side of Placentia Bay, an opening
on the S. coast, 75 miles long. See
Newfoundland.

Placer Deposits. Mineral de-
posits formed as a result of erosion.
The most common valuable con-
stituents found in placers are gold
cassiterite (tin oxide), columbite-
tantalite, zircon* monazite, rutile.
diamond, and other gemstones.

beach placers. They may be fur-
ther subdivided into recent and
fossil placers, the later being
formed by similar processes opera-
tive in distant geological times.
Placer deposits are worked by
sluicing, hydraulicking, or dredg-
ing in Malaya (tin), Ceylon (gem-
stones), Australia (rutile-monazite-
zircon), West Africa (tin and dia-
mond), America (gold), and else-
where. The famous gold deposit of
the Rand, South Africa, is thought
by some to be an old fossil placer
deposit. See Gold; Hydraulicking.
Placoid Fishes (Or. plnx, flat
plate). Name sometimes given, be-
cause of the flat nature of their
scales, to the Elasmobranchs, a
group of cartilaginous fishes which
includes the shark, dog-fishes, and
rays. See Elasmobranch.

Plagioclase. An important
series of rock-forming minerals. The
plagioclaso feldspars constitute an
isomorphous series ranging from
sodium aluminium silicate (albite)
to calcium aluminium silicate
(anorthite) ; the intermediate
members oligoclase, andesine, lab-
radorite, and bytownite, contain
various proportions of the two end-
members in solid solution. They
may be readily identified by means
of their optical properties and are
valuable index minerals in the
classification of igneous rocks, e.g.
albite in granites (acid rocks),
anorthite in gabbros (basic rocks),
and so on. Feldspars appear also
in many metamorphic rocks, such
as gneiss and schist, and also in
sedimentary arkoses and felds-
pathic sandstones.

Plague (Lat. plaga, stroke).
Term formerly applied to epidemics
of various diseases, but now res-
tricted to that caused by the
bacillus pestis. It is in the first in-
stance an infection of rats, and is
transmitted to man on the death
of an infected rat. Fleas, which
have bitten the rat, bite a human
being, and within a few days the
victim develops headache, dizzi-
ness, blurring of speech, great men-
tal prostration, and a staggering
gait. The disease may then take
one of two courses. In the bubonic

buboes occur in the lung the
disease is called pneumonic plague
and may be transmitted by drop-
let infection from man to man.

Plague is one of the oldest dis-
eases. In 1348 there was a great
outbreak in England, called the
black death. In the plague of Lon-
don (1665) vast numbers died.
These epidemies gave birth to the
first ideas of isolation for infectious
disease, and quarantine was first
introduced in Venice.

Modern treatment consists in
isolation and careful nursing. A
scrum prepared from horses has
been used, as have the sulphona-
mides and penicillin. Prevention
lies in the control of plague-bear-
ing animals, particularly rats. Ree
Black Death ; Great Plague.

Plagues of Egypt, Ten plagues
brought upon the Egyptian
Pharaoh and his people by
Jehovah, when the Israelites were
in bondage in Egypt (Ex. 7-12).
The plagues were turning of the
waters of the Nile to blood ; swarms
of frogs, of gnats, of Hies ; affliction
of cattle with pestilence ; of man
and beast with boils and blains;
havoc by thunder and hail; swarms
of locusts ; dense darkness ; and,
the last and most terrible of all.
the death of the first-born of both
man and beast.

Plaice (Pleuronecles platessa).
Important food fish of the family
Pleuronectidae. A native of the
Atlantic and North Sea, from Ice-
land and N. Europe to the Bay of
Biscay, but not on the American
coasts, it is also sometimes found
in the Mediterranean. Of a long,
oval form, the body of the plaice is

recovery usually

occurs. If they do not burst, the
patient rapidly passes into coma
and dies. The other course is
septicaetnic, in which the mani-
festations are more violent, in spite

,.     . .      .          -    ,                   of the lower temperatures and the

oi  origin   they  are  classified  as   absence of buboes. This variety is
alluviaK   eluviaK   marine,   and   almost always rapidly fatal If the

type buboes or tender swellings

------   appear, commonly in the groin or

Minerals frequently associated axilla. These persist and are very
with these include garnet, stauro- painful; but if they burst about
lite, ilmemte, magnetite, etc. All " " " '
such minerals are resistant to
chemical erosion and possess high
specific gravity, for they are con-
centrated, by the removal of lightei
and more easily decomposed
minerals. According to their mode

Plaice viewed from above, showing
the characteristic orange spots
strongly compressed from side to
side, and fringed with the long dor-
sal and ventral fins, which extend
almost from head to tail. The left
side is white without any mark-
ings, but the right, or upper side,
is fully coloured brown, on which
are scattered spots of orange or red.
Beginning life as a "round " fish,
like the cod, the young plaice soon
takes to lying on the bottom on
its left side, and the left eye travels
round to the right side. The young